
For the attention of the CC

Dear comrades,

1. On March 1, comrades A. and JI, members of the EC, received an email by 3 
comrades from the Spanish section at 00:03 in the morning, in which they 
attached a declaration on the international debate. The email is copied below 
(translated to English – t/n):

From: John <john>
Date: Friday, March 1 2019 12:03 AM
Subject: Declaration on the International Debate
To: <to>, <ti>
Cc: Robbie Mac <rob>, <vl>

Hello comrades, 

I’m sending to you a declaration about the international debate by three IR comrades: 

Jo H, V L, Ro Mac

We would like this document to be shared to all rank and file comrades. 

Revolutionary greetings,

John 

These same comrades had previously sent to TS, of the SI, another email asking to 
distribute the same document, attaching English and Spanish versions, to the whole 
International. This is the email:

From: John <john>
Date: 28 February 2019 at 23:11:40 GMT
To: <ts>
Cc: Rob <rob>, <vl>
Subject: Statement on the international debate

Dear Tony,

I am sending you a statement on the international debate in the name of three IR
comrades:

Jo H, V L, Ro Mac

We would like the statement to be circulated to all sections.

Revolutionary greetings

John



ps
I attach two PDFs. One in English and the other in Spanish.

2. These three comrades have never requested to their branch secretaries or 
regional ECs a debate in relation to the crisis in the International to explain their 
point of view, or to inform about their intention to elaborate a document. In their 
first paragraph they mention that “between the three of us we have a total of 84 
years of CWI membership.” We regret that all this membership experience hasn’t 
allowed then to understand the main aspects of the democratic centralism. 

3. When the Spanish EC knew about the email sent to the IS, before knowing about 
the email sent to the leadership of the section, we proposed to the international 
leadership that they should accept the comrades’ demand and that their 
document should be distributed to the IEC. Obviously, the actions of these 
comrades mean a gross violation of our internal democracy and the democratic 
rights of the CC and EC in the Spanish State to answer such a text, which has 
not been previously discussed with the leadership or within the branches these 
comrades take part in.

4. The EC wants to point out that the text by these three comrades, which repeats 
the commonplace positions of the non-faction faction, has gone a step further. 
They consider that the CC and EC are acting in a bureaucratic and anti-
democratic way in this debate, and that we are intentionally selecting the 
materials that we have distributed, with the aim of preventing comrades from 
having a clear idea about the debate and the points to discuss.

The EC has made a considerable effort to translate more than 600 pages of 
documents, the majority produced by the non-faction faction, and we have sent them 
to the CC and the whole membership so that they can read them and have a 
thorough understanding of the points in discussion. These kind of lies and slanders 
defines the petit-bourgeois and Mandelite character of this undeclared faction.

5. During these months, the membership has been punctually informed in branch 
meetings on the debate about the crisis in the International, with a report on the 
IEC meeting and the formation of the Faction in January, and later the 
conclusions of the debate that took place in the Central Committee on January 
19th. In the latter, which lasted almost 6 hours, representatives of the non-faction 
faction spoke, including DB from the IS, AN (from the US section) and PA 
(from the Swedish section). The leadership of the Spanish section never 
determined who should attend the meeting from the non-faction faction. 
Members of the Irish leadership didn’t attend because they didn’t see it as 
opportune.

6. As the whole organisation knows, the debate ended with the CC voting 
unanimously in favour of the Faction platform. In no way was this position the 
result of trusting “rumour and hearsay”, as these three comrades say, but the 
result of participating in a democratic debate based on discussion and the 
reading of documents. This decision taken by the main leading body was 
reported to the whole membership. Questioning these actions as if they were part 



of an antidemocratic manoeuvre to hide points of view on the dispute is not only 
a rejection of the ABC of workers’ democracy inside a revolutionary party, but it 
is also a smoke screen to hide the principled differences that exist.

7. The following claim, which appears in this document, has the same character: “There 
should be no disciplinary measures against comrades who are exercising their
democratic right to disagree with the leadership. We call for calm, maturity and
foresight.” How is it possible to make such implications and in such a cynical and 
calculated way? No disciplinary measures haven been taken neither in the Spanish 
section nor in any other section where those in favour of the faction are the majority in 
the leading bodies. The aim of such claims is creating an atmosphere of victimization 
and giving a completely distorted image of our section.

8. The EC wants to draw the CC and the organization’s attention to the campaign of 
slanders about the finances of our section that is being developed in many meetings of 
our International. This is used to establish an equivalence between the Irish section’s 
methods and our methods. In our opinion these crude lies, which were not put forward 
in our CC meeting because of the political cowardice of the non-faction faction 
representatives, are another conclusive piece of proof that we are facing an opportunist 
petit-bourgeois tendency. 

9. We are aware that these principled differences with the non-faction faction have 
increased during the discussion and debates taking place, to the point that they are 
irreconcilable. In our opinion, the process of political degeneration along bureaucratic 
and opportunist lines has crystalized among the leadership of this undeclared faction. 
They are protecting a bureaucratic and clique-led internal regime like the one that the 
majority of the Irish leadership is defending. This fact itself is of huge political 
seriousness. But the internal regime is also the reflection of an opportunistic political 
line in the class struggle. The adaptation to petit-bourgeois prejudices are developing in 
fundamental fields of intervention for a revolutionary party such as the national 
question, the intervention in women's movements, and in the fight against climate 
change. From the point of the view of the Spanish EC, the party liquidationist 
tendencies, in relation to revolutionary finances, working class press, and member and 
cadre education on proletarian methods, have become very apparent among the 
leadership of the non-faction faction. Unfortunately, we must recognise that the idea of 
a federal International is much more than a threat: it has become a practical reality for 
this leadership.   

10. The EC proposes the distribution of this declaration by these three comrades 
together with this letter in pdf format. 

We are certain that the debate about the international crisis, which will continue in the 
pre-Congress meetings, will help us to stand by the programme and principles of the 
revolutionary Marxism and proletarian methods of party building.

Marxist greetings,

 EC 



March 7, 2019


